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N\ LA Visit to Tohoku in 2015
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While travelling in Tohoku, we visited Miyako, Taro, Kesennuma, Kesennuma Oshima
Island, and Rikuzentakata, all of which were badly damaged by Tohoku earthquake in 2011.
Having the ground sunk followed by the Great Eastern Earthquake, a huge amount of
building work was necessary in those areas - building up the embankment, constructing
new roads, establishing new residential areas on higher ground and planning to build higher
seawalls. We felt that Taro, north of Miyako, and Rikuzentakata were the badly affected
places; as of 2015, we could see a large area of empty land at these two places. Taro was
known as a disaster prevention town by an X-shaped seawall. On 9 October, we met the
bosai tour guide, Ms Hirai, and she took us to the No.l seawall. We found it interesting to
hear how the No.l seawall was built: after experiencing two big tsunamis, from 1934,
residents built up a long distance wall with stones and concrete was filled up on top of the
stone wall. Having walked on the No.l seawall, we felt this surviving wall was solid one,
compared to the No.2 seawall, which was made of sand and gravel, and was destroyed. The
seawall can protect people from the small and medium level of waves but not huge tsunamis;
we should never underestimate natural disasters. An iconic pine tree has made
Rikuzetakada famous. Our guide, Mr Miyoshi, agreed that that pine tree withstood the
tsunami miraculously but lamented that it represents the loss of Takada Matsubara - the
residents’ favourite resort. He took us to the former Michi no Eki building, which used to
be standing on the site of Takada Matsubara. We found the sign that the tsunami reached
14.5m at that building on 11th March 2011. This tsunami memorial building showed broken
tree trunks and concrete pieces inside and the detachment of the porch outside. At
Kesennuma, we found the exhibitions of the Great Eastern Earthquake at Rias Ark Museum
very interesting. We looked at photos of various places in Kesennuma and
Minami-sanrikucho, and contents of debris - broken wooden and concrete pieces, swollen
books, and a squashed car. People lost a number of irreplaceable items such as treasures that
had been kept by the families since the ancient time. It must have been very sad for
residents to hear the noise of the tractors demolishing their old houses. Including Ms Hirai
and Mr Miyoshi, we met various people this time. They all kindly talked about their
experiences and thoughts about the ongoing building works and problems - delayed building
work, decreased population, and fewer job opportunities - that have arisen in the devastated
areas. We are thinking of them and wish them the very best in the future.
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