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‘ The origin of the Chinese character =<

Once upon a time, one of the famous monks, Kohodaishi invented various
types of Chinese characters and taught them to people. However, he couldn’ t
think of the origin of the character of % , which means ‘laugh”. One day, he
heard the dog barking outside of the temple. As he went outside, he found the
poorly dressed monk who had been chased by the dog. He was swaying his
stick and it implied that he wasn" t keen on the dog. The dog seemed to have
hesitated to greet him, and ran away. As he hurriedly ran away, he stumbled
on the bamboo basket. The bamboo basket shot up in the air and then
dropped on to the dog’ s head. Having lost his sight, he was rotating around
and it looked as though he was dancing frantically. Onlookers found it funny
and started laughing at the dog. The dog didn’ t seem to know how to take
off the bamboo basket and kept rotating and barking in different directions.
Having looked at the dog wearing the bamboo basket, Kohodaishi also found
it funny and laughed at him. He kneeled down and wrote the letter of dog
“ X" under the letter of the bamboo “ 47~
It is said that this episode originated the Chinese character of “ %~

Contributed by Chihiro Goddard
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