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Dear Michi,

Thank you for your swift reply and interest in Teddies for Tohoku. I'll give an

up-to-date explanation, but first I'll tell you about the T-shirts.

The Kuyo Ganmon T-shirt project was started 3 years ago by a good friend (and
Hiraizumi guide) who was inspired by the poetry and the message of Fujiwara no
Kiyohira's Kuyo Ganmon. Together we translated it into English and she found a
local disabled centre that could produce either dark blue or white shirts with the
words in gold. Production is limited, making the T-shirts more expensive than
average, but it supports the disabled centre financially. The profits are to be used
for an alternative Hiraizumi guidebook in English which we are working on. The
T-shirts received good local publicity when first launched, and continue to sell
steadily in local shops. Teddies for Tohoku
is a slow, simple, ongoing effort. Friends
and strangers have been very generous. |
revise the message periodically

and recently sent out the following one

below.
Best wishes,Rosemary
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I've lived in Japan for 30 years, 20 of them in Hiraizumi, Tohoku, but happened to
be in England at the time of the March earthquake. With such catastrophic
damage how could the children recover from the trauma? On my return, | bought
20 teddy bears at Heathrow, thinking they might help children who had lost loved
ones and were faced everyday with shocking scenes of destruction. | wrote the
following message to accompany the bears:"All over the world there are teddy
bears of various sizes and colours. They are all special. Why? They love children.
They always hold out their arms to hug you. They listen carefully when you
whisper to them. You can tell them anything at all, sad things and happy things.
These bears are a present from friends in many countries."Friends helped to
gather more bears, and | joined a group of local volunteers who have been
fantastically active in helping in many areas along the coast. We went to a
kindergarten in Rikuzentakata but with over 80 children, we were unable to give
them each a bear. One small lad was so endeared with the bears he rushed
forward to grab one from another child. It was so sad. The second chance to give
out teddies was at a summer holiday event for 75 kids of all ages, some with
disabilities, in Ofunato. This time there were enough bears and the children chose
the one they liked. There was a lovely moment when a boy with Down's
syndrome rolled on top of them all because they looked so soft and cuddly (his
embarrassed mother trying to pull him away).This is a very slow effort but the
problem it addresses will not be healed soon. Whilst the world has moved on,
people on the Tohoku coast have to live with their shattered world every day
even though they are making herculean efforts to recover. Children could do with
any kind of comfort, the sort that teddy bears can give.

For those who feel moved to help, teddy bears should be: tel.0191-46-4652

WIZ4) Lmfs AL, HET

RHAKRBRKDOYHEZIERDAMDD B2 AT ADIGETDOIAREITHL
FENZREBRL 7225, SORFUTREPWN., RALDFRRVEARI BT o7z HNIZHERARTEIC
WiD ADOR RS L BRI DLRAGH55 705 75 { J o 7= B IR IR = BEMT O MY R BRAS 21 ER
R R Ay 8 A DFLHT,

255D T S AN EE 1% D B A OB SR ST A ITHRD | MERE R I OND T 2 By SR
Bk 7z bel T 720 HERA HH300 %, HS105 L LOHE AR TE T AHAMC R o7k
W)o [61RDWADH Y F 3, FXEFTLREE W, JEW) FEE A DBEED & FWTHD
GAEDETFTHELMAERPCLEDMET VS, PRZIZ S5 LKW 258> TL
Bhh REETIAZZRVBOTHEZIRYKY BT TIEZE W] LML % T
ENLEFLLDERP WD ol b B & WAF#E5. ABRELTORKIZEILEHE
L7 5HE S A DOEHIIZTD T 5100 72, mlESASITH AW AOEFEL VT O
2T, IR EIEIE 80MR CRIF il kX)) [ H BB & b

AR

THEFIKLTBY 9
FMBEE, HIFLITE0ET,
AR HAR MK D 277 ) — o ARG L FACERZE -
72DOT IELLEoTLELEL! !

BOFESET BIHIEALICEED BT LR
T-LHDHTHEERD - BEZ N D - T—IVIZAND - KDEKD S - FIZhNTD
B LEDORVEEICH A EH L RO WAAESE TV EE L7, BHITH
T WTLMOHET B BT () T &

L2, SOEKRMEZ, B BEFITE ST [Fo b= W) REiskT
bHNEL FBRADIANSMEZILDOTLE W, BERCHEE P INCH
JCLES720T: - - SETRETHBALIEAO—HIBRETL A - -
BURBBIEARE T L7225, Z072b ) ICH B RE S CTHWZ2 X9 4 ) v
AR BHTVSIFWTT,

B ORI, S oZ CRBIRSEIH (RNTORGREHO—F RV TT) @
BRI CH SRR ENTI 22T 4 — N AEESELHEICROMATENEL
720 HAELTWVD 720, MR+ ORHEBE e BoTuET,

F/o, B CHRNBEL 72T ORTPRE LR - MRICRY - - - Hb72721LL
BMTLTBYFELZZ 5B BIPDHYELZSH, A—NHIFAEIN
LT, Tt 72

= ANF AR
f_“ *IHEERSARBTOV LI bOTS 0 EFH 1 VSN HTH,

AEDOLERE  FBGRE RARER)

Lo TELDLPMOT Y ¥ Vb I KR B D725 9D SR O LI Lok
REFTVUMLITY YV 2B EH 5T EITH 20 MR 2SS OB & U722 HST, P
FAEDTHET—Z <) —SADSTHB L2 DT, Wikb WAL T2,

MEINFTERVERT—A V2T Y Y LT Y Y Y — K THMIM 722 2 B3, it
R —Dll, L WERDKUFE, L2 BICPMWTHLVERDTE L. ZHEHRDIERTT
¥ Y —HOBIFIEA DR,

FoNTHBLTH, LRMZES720ETE, KA EEVWLiRDTAMN — A0
— A VLRSS TRV, FHA VBT TN, TS e TR E 572,

ZINDIZEA LDV RO ZIZHOE R T, MiERLE TRV SRAICHAR L, A
TR OEATFI & TR P-25 24T & L7 B F L0 — Bl 22 L FHH T S R & A&, LI
SLHEMm DR %o

HERFEOPTIO L) WCHRIE I R FR 2o T2 EH VRO LN
L2 2138, THIIERZR D7, LKLz,

KPR, GEARZIREERBEREILOZHEO—METIILTHROTY LHSZ B0
Mg KRBENEVADH B0, LAMIITE DNV 20D TH -7z, T Lidtes
A2 ICLTHHASDRORVIS 2R TEE L %25,

Yok, T v 2CHEFNTAT—F ¥ Z IR D % X9 12% 572, HIRA I EFOLT
EWNCTBEHIC, LVHATIRYADKDILNZ VR WIES D, $5 D7 S IR L e
B, [BIE—A L% WV DT 4 2 L WIS BT, B2 2 7Bl EFhTn
Bo HLWPHIAZIEICWTIE, SO R EIKTE S,

7olzbbolkdbo b 2Au—F v EHISLL TR Z D L0 S LD TR vk
Boe SRHEVOII 2= — 3 g VBNV, fEERD 250 HG D RICEH
A ENDT Y 2 2R TSR 2155 b,

7ol R E B & 0D [FRAATIEH I E L VHIT VXV &b, MUHKEZFFOH D
BESEFENT T Do LR EBWHRBLDOIROT ¥ ¥ v %2 B TOIUIIHE O BB %A
BLADZ S S FRAEDIED S EIULEDTZ, [WIHHE LY ]



